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help these people get over this awful, griev-
ous thing. I saw a lot of little kids just a few
minutes ago with a lot of hurt and terror and
loss in their eyes. So you’ve got a big, big
job left.

It is not free of danger; it will not be free
of difficulty. There will be some days you
wish you were somewhere else. But never
forget, if we can do this here and if we can
then say to the people of the world, whether
you live in Africa, or central Europe, or any
other place, if somebody comes after inno-
cent civilians and tries to kill them, en masse,
because of their race, their ethnic back-
ground, or their religion, and it’s within our
power to stop it, we will stop it.

And by the way, look at central Europe.
These people can live together and prosper
together. That’s what we’re trying to do. It
can make a huge difference to our children
in the new century. It may mean that Ameri-
cans will never have to fight again in a big
land war, because we just let things get out
of hand and out of hand and out of hand
until everything blew up and there was noth-
ing else that could be done about it. This
is very important.

And again I say, I hope you will always
be proud of it. I hope you know how proud
that I and the American people are of you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:43 p.m. on the
tarmac at Skopje Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA, Supreme
Allied Commander Europe; Lt. Gen. Mike
Jackson, British Royal Army, Commander, Kosovo
International Security Force; Brig. Gen. John
Craddock, USA, Commander, Task Force Falcon;
Col. William E. Ingram, Jr., USA, Commander,
Camp Able Sentry; and President Slobodan
Milosevic of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro). A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Americans With
Disabilities Act
June 22, 1999

I am pleased that the Supreme Court deci-
sion’s in the Olmstead case upholds the pur-
poses of the ADA by recognizing that unjusti-
fied isolation of institutionalized persons with

disabilities is prohibited discrimination. This
decision will increase access to home- and
community-based long-term care services
and support for these persons.

My administration is committed to finding
affordable ways to enable people who need
long-term services and support to remain in
the community if they choose and are able
to do so. The best way to continue progress
toward this goal is for State governments, the
Federal Government, and the affected com-
munities to work together to develop cost-
effective ways to provide these services. We
must ensure that the quality of these services
is excellent and that they are available to per-
sons with disabilities of all ages.

Therefore, I am asking Secretary Shalala
and Attorney General Reno to work with all
interested parties to carry out today’s deci-
sion in a fair and effective manner. Although
this may not be easy in some cases, we can
do it by working together in order to advance
the goals of the ADA. Our ultimate goal is
a nation that integrates people with disabil-
ities into the social mainstream, promotes
equality of opportunity, and maximizes indi-
vidual choice.

Statement on Senate Action on Steel
Imports Limitation Legislation

June 22, 1999

Today’s vote is a reaffirmation of America’s
commitment to open markets, to a strong
U.S. economy, and to vigorous enforcement
of our trade laws. The surge in steel imports
has created significant hardship for many
steelworkers and communities. But quota
legislation was the wrong approach and
would have weakened our economy and un-
dermined our ability to tear down unfair
trade barriers in foreign countries that hurt
our workers, farmers, and companies. We
must and will continue vigorous enforcement
of our trade laws. Our actions have already
cut imports to pre-crisis levels. I will con-
tinue to work with workers, industry, and
Members of Congress to attack unfair trade
practices and subsidies around the world.
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Remarks to Operation Allied Force
Troops at Aviano Air Base in Italy
June 22, 1999

Thank you very much. Well, Captain
Davis, you are a pretty tough act to follow—
[laughter]—and not short of self-confidence,
either. That’s good. [Laughter] I’d like to
begin by saying that Hillary and I are de-
lighted to be back in Aviano. We have been
here several times to thank you, but never
on an occasion more important than this.

I thank the Italian Minister of Defense,
Mr. Scognamiglio, and his government and
his Prime Minister, for their leadership, their
strength, and their support for NATO during
this operation. They have been terrific, and
I thank them.

I would like to also say a special word of
appreciation to our NATO Commander, our
SACEUR, General Wes Clark, who led this
conflict to a successful conclusion. Thank
you, General Clark.

I want to thank Colonel Durigon, the
Italian Base Commander; Ambassador Tom
Foglietta, our Ambassador to Italy; Ambas-
sador Lindy Boggs, our Ambassador to the
Holy See. And, General Leaf, I want to thank
you for your leadership and your remarkable
statement here today.

We have been on a long trip to Europe.
I have been, at various times, with not only
Hillary and Chelsea but with Secretary of
State Albright and National Security Adviser
Berger, a large number of other people, on
a long, long week very important to America.
But I did not want to leave without having
the chance to thank those of you who protect
our freedom every single day, who fought for
human dignity and won its cause in Kosovo.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Since the beginning of Operation Allied
Force, I have actually traveled to six other
bases involved in this effort: in the United
States—Norfolk, Barksdale, and Whiteman
in America; Spangdahlem, Ramstein,
Ingleheim in Germany. But I wanted to
come here to say a special word of thanks
to the 16th Air Force, the 31st Air Expedi-
tionary Wing, because of what you have done
in Kosovo, because of the role this base
played in Bosnia. You have repeatedly put
your lives on the line to save the lives of inno-

cent civilians and turn back the tide of ethnic
cleansing. Thank you again for this noble en-
deavor.

In 79 days, you did prove that a sustained
air campaign under the right conditions can
stop an army on the ground. The Serb forces
have withdrawn from Kosovo; 20,000 allied
KFOR troops are already in. You also
stopped a vicious campaign of ethnic cleans-
ing and made it possible for us to reverse
it. Protected by a peacekeeping force that
includes NATO, Russia, and many other na-
tions, the refugees are going back home.
They have given new meaning, and you have
given new meaning, to the motto of the 31st
Fighter Wing. Thanks to you, they ‘‘Return
With Honor.’’

Now that the conflict has been won, it is
imperative that we and our NATO Allies and
the others working with us win the peace.
No one thinks it will take hold without dif-
ficulty. As more and more light is shed on
those burned villages and even more mass
graves than we dared to imagine, we become
more and more appalled by the dark vision
of Mr. Milosevic, and more and more certain
we were right to stop it.

We have to win the peace with the same
qualities with which you won the conflict—
with determination and patience, with dis-
cipline and precision. We learned yesterday,
again, that this, too, is a dangerous mission
as we mourn the loss of two British soldiers
who gave their lives trying to clear mines out
of a house where they were placed solely to
kill the returning refugees.

But thanks to you, the worst is already over
in Kosovo. And tomorrow’s dictators in other
places will have to now take a harder look
before they try to destroy or expel an entire
people simply because of their race or reli-
gion.

General Leaf called you a championship
team. Those are words well chosen. As he
said, over 30,000 sorties flown, about 9,000
from here at Aviano, with zero combat fatali-
ties; two planes down, both from here. In
each case, the pilot recovered, first in 6
hours, the second in an hour and a half. That
is a truly astonishing record.

And of course, we remember our two
Army airmen who died in a training exercise
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